Chapter VI

THE PEOPLES OF TSARIST RUSSIA AND THE

COLONIAL POLICY OF TSARISM IN THE FIRST

QUARTER OF THE 19TH CENTURY

28. TSARIST POLICY IN POLAND, THE UKRAINE,
BYELORUSSIA AND THE BALTIC PROVINCES

The Kingdom of Poland. By the decision of the Vienna
Congress (1815) the major part of the Polish lands of the Duchy of War-
saw was ceded to Russia as the kingdom of Poland. Alexander I pro-
claimed himself hereditary king of Poland, and appointed a viceroy to
rule in his absence. Taking into account the decisions of the Vienna
Congress and anxious to consolidate his influence among the Polish
gentry, Alexander granted Poland a "constitutional charter," Under
the constitution of 1815 the Polish Diet could convene to discuss bills
submitted by the tsar, but could not introduce bills itself. The Diet,
and indeed all political activity in the country, was directed by the
gentry, who enjoyed the support of the rising Polish bourgeoisie.

Capitalism was developing faster in Poland than in Russia, and
the tsar had to create the requisite conditions there for the growth
of capitalist industry. Thus, free trade was established between Russia
and Poland in 1819. Prohibitive tariffs were imposed to protect Polish
and Russian manufacturers from Prussian goods which were penetrat-
ing into Russia by way of Poland. Polish manufacturers, particu-
larly those in the woollen and cotton goods industries, were granted
various privileges. Foreign enterprises were also encouraged in Po-
land. A Polish bank was established in 1829. To consolidate the
country's finances special commissions were instituted in Poland
to collect tax arrears and new taxes were introduced. With the Russian
market at their disposal, the Polish gentry and the bourgeoisie grew
rich. At the same time the Polish peasants, overburdened by taxes and
deprived of land, were being impoverished and ruined. They deserted
the villages and became an abundant source of cheap labour. Since
prices on agricultural produce were rising, the landlords strove to
extend their cultivated area. They drove the peasants from their old
plots and either cultivated their fields with the help of hired hands or
lurned them into pasture land for sheep, from which they obtained wool
for sale to the mills. The landless peasants worked for the landlords as
hired labourers under slave conditions. Under the double burden of
national oppression by tsarism. and exploitation by their own, landlords
the Polish peasants were in a continuous state of unrest.
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